
From September to May, we meet on the fourth Thursday of the month 
at the GAR Building, 53 East Middle Street. Light refreshments and conversa-
tion starting at 7:00 PM., and the featured program beginning at 7:30 PM.

Our June, July, and August summer meetings are in the field starting at 6:00 
PM, with the meeting location announced in the bi-monthly newsletter and on 
the roundtable website: www.cwrtgettysburg.org.

Whenever treacherous weather is predicted, the CWRT President and Vice 
President shall determine by Noon on that day whether the program should be 
cancelled or not. Announcements will be made on television station WGAL and 
radio station WGET 1320.

The next regularly scheduled board meeting begins at 6:30 PM on Thurs-
day, March 11, 2010 at the Avenue Restaurant.
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“I think I 
understand what 
military fame is; 
to be killed on the 
field of battle and 
have your name 
misspelled in the 
newspapers.” 
– William T. Sherman

ActionsImpending
Information and details about upcoming 
Gettysburg Roundtable presentations.

Message
President

from the 

by 
John Winkelman

John

During the winter 
a friend of mine 

said she wished that 
January 1st would 
be followed by April 
2 and the warm 
weather. Well we’ve 
finally made it to 
Spring, and with the 
warm weather an-
o ther  season beg ins  here  in  
Gettysburg.

April is a popular month as various organizations including 
our Roundtable will be having musters, seminars, battle walks and 
trips. On Saturday, April 17th our Roundtable will have it’s annual 
spring field trip. This year Licensed Battlefield Guide Fred Haw-
thorne will lead us on a tour of the 1st Battle of Manassas (Or Bull 
Run for you Yanks). I have had the opportunity to visit the Manas-
sas Battlefield several times and it is a fascinating battle, one that 
could have gone either way. So I am looking forward to walking 
these fields with Fred.

Also in April at our monthly meeting Sue Doucette will tell us 
about Elizabeth Van Lew, Lady and Spy and in May Scott Mingus 
will present his program on the Louisiana Tigers in the Gettysburg 
Campaign. Two very interesting upcoming programs.

Dave Joswick, the editor of our newletter, has been doing a great 
job but he is always looking for material to put into the newslet-
ter. Any member who would like to contribute a Civil War related 
article or even a short snippet of an odd or fascinating fact is en-
couraged to do so.

I think Dave has turned our newsletter into one of the finest in 
the Roundtable Community so if you are interested, just submit 
the material by email to Dave.

If writing is not your forte Larry Sherfy is also looking for folks 
for our “Show and Tell” at the monthly meeting. So if you have a 
family heirloom or Civil War artifact that you would like to tell us 
about get in touch with Larry.

In closing I would encourage every one to take advantage of 
the up coming events and with the warm weather to get out on 
the field. As I’ve said before the best way to understand what hap-
paned here is to walk the ground the soldiers did in 1863.

Also I have included a short article that I found while doing 
some research last month. It’s titled A Fighting Retreat? and you’ll 
find it on page 4.

MARCH 25TH

APRIL 22ND

Sue Doucette

Elizabeth Van Lew, Lady and 
spy – first person impression

GAR Hall • 7:30 PM

Ted Alexander

Two Opposing Armies  
at Antietam
GAR Hall • 7:30 PM
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by Pat Fairbairn, Book Editor
As you read the review below, you may think to yourself that 

some of it sounds vaguely familiar. That’s because we’re rerunning 
the review from the Jan./Feb. issue, only this time in its entirety.

I received several comments from members wondering what 
happened with the review? It appeared disjointed and parts of it 
missing. My official response is...I have no idea what happened. 
We’ll just chalk it up to the fact that I messed up, and I apologize 
to Pat, and especially to George Newton who wrote the review.

– Dave

When the internationally recognized and respected military historian, 
John Keegan, decided to write a book about the American Civil War, many in 
the CW community eagerly awaited the result. The book is out now and was 
recently reviewed in the New York Times Sunday Book Review by one of Amer-
ica’s preeminent CW scholars, James M. McPherson.  Here’s the link for those 
who want to read all that he had to say: www.nytimes.com/2009/11/01/
books/review/McPherson-t.html?_r=1&ref=books. 

While the book appears to be a curious mix of strengths and weakness-
es, one of Keegans’ opinions is sure to draw the ire of the “Lost Cause” frater-
nity. To wit, while acknowledging Lee as a “brilliant tactician” and Jackson 
as a “military genius”, Keegan asserts that “Sherman and Grant were the 
two outstanding generals of the war”. That Grant, not Lee, was the superior 
strategist.  Ouch!  That sound you hear is a collective uproar from Lost Caus-
ers everywhere who are frequently dismissive of the military skills of Grant & 
Sherman. No doubt they will be denouncing Keegan and screaming “foul” to 
anyone who will listen. Keegan, an English historian with no war to mytholo-
gize; no axe to grind; and who has studied the campaigns of every military 
leader from Alexander the Great to Caesar; from Charlemagne to Genghis 
Kahn; from Marlborough to Napoleon, from Moltke to McArthur, has fired a 
big broadside at one of the major tenets of the Lost Cause faith—the superi-
ority of the “Marble Man” and “Stonewall” over all Union Generals!

This month’s book review is by George Newton as he assays an interest-
ing atlas on the Gettysburg Campaign!

Gettysburg Campaign Atlas • By Philip Laino 
Reviewed By George Newton

In the introduction, author Philip Laino describes himself as more 
of a compiler than a historian, cartographer or even an author. Re-
gardless, Laino has “compiled” four hundred twenty-one maps, im-
pressive and comprehensive maps, that take the reader through the 
Gettysburg Campaign from June 3, 1863 thru July 14, 1863 and that 
will please the Civil War community and in particular the Gettysburg 
buff, serious student of the war, or even the Gettysburg savant. Includ-
ed with each map is a text that explains, clarifies, and compliments 
each map. Of note, Laino includes some “Alternate Maps” for those 
facets of the battle in dispute leaving to the reader to decide which ver-
sion they believe is more valid.

Also, in the Introduction, Laino points out that “facts” are slippery 
and elusive and subject to interpretation (welcome to history). Nev-
ertheless, Laino has presented an outstanding array of maps, spiral 
bound for ease of use, that the reader will return to again and again. 
Included at the end of each section are footnotes that give much infor-
mation on sources for further reading as well as supplemental infor-
mation to the maps. The footnotes alone are quite extensive and are 
a ready source for further reading. His notes also enumerate various 
points of view in a number of areas as well as noting how different 

maps used in his research contradict each other.

As a bonus, he lists in the back Union and Confederate units sorted 
by state with strengths and percentage of losses. A most useful tool. In 
addition is an Order of Battle. All strengths and losses from both are 
from Busey and Martin (Regimental Strengths and Losses at Gettysburg, 
2004 edition).

This writer noticed very few “errors” of fact. Serious students of the 
battle may or may not agree with every little detail on every map 
but as far as I have found, not yet having a chance to review each of 
the 421 maps in complete detail, nothing appeared to be glaringly  
incorrect.

Laino’s use of alternate maps is most refreshing. In particular, alter-
nate maps, four of them in fact, are provided for Vincent’s approach 
to Little Round Top. In addition, the south cavalry field fight on July 
3rd has an alternate map although here this writer would like to have 
seen Andie Custer’s version but Laino does reference that as an alter-
native. 

A salient point of this collection of maps is the campaign move-
ments and actions prior to and after the three days of battle. 

Occasionally, while attempting to keep the text “barebones” on 
each map, some statements could give a false impression. On page 
141, Laino states Sickles has moved without orders from Emmitsburg. 
Sickles has orders but they conflict. In one sense it is truce but lacks ex-
planation. This could confuse the beginner who does not have a good 
background of knowledge on the campaign.

Laino also cautions that these maps are approximations and not 
intended to hold up to scrutiny with calipers to measure regimental 
or brigade fronts, or calculate distances between landmarks. With as 
much detail as there is on these maps, they will not be perfect or the 
last word. That will most likely never occur.

The atlas is very well organized. Divided into sections for the cam-
paign prior, each of the three days, and the campaign after, the reader 
can easily find what they want. The top of each page is numbered 
with a title for what is happening one that particular map. On page 
97, map 1-20 (the 20th map on the first day) is titled - Pender Mover 
Up. Robinson and Rowley Deploy. Each day begins with an overview 
or situation map that is also included at other times during each day’s 
battle. In some cases, such as the Wheatfield and the Peach Orchard, 
two maps are included on one page to give more detail of complicated 
movements.

An index and bibliography round out a most impressive work that 
is priced at $40.00; less than 10 cents per map. The Gettysburg Cam-
paign Atlas is highly recommended and deserves a place in every seri-
ous student’s library. You will return to it many times as a great refer-
ence source on several levels.

Published by (Ohio: Gettysburg Magazine, 2009. Pp. 481, $40.00, soft 
cover, spiral bound, maps, notes, tables, bibliography, index. ISBN 978-1-
934900-45-1).

Help Us Preserve Gettysburg
Each year, the Gettysburg Foundation hosts the annual March for 

Gettysburg, an annual fundraising walk to raise money for battlefield 
preservation projects at Gettysburg National Military Park.

The 2010 March for Gettysburg will focus on rehabilitation of 
Ziegler’s Grove. Come out on Sunday, April 25, 2010, and learn more 
about the area that was the focal point of Pickett’s Charge, the climac-
tic struggle of three days of battle. It was here that Union troops pre-
vailed, the Battle of Gettysburg was won and the course of American 
history was changed forever. 

The march is open to the public and it’s easy to participate. Just 
download the marcher’s sponsor form and bring it with you to regis-
tration. Registration will begin at 10 a.m. at the Gettysburg National 
Military Park Museum and Visitor Center, 1195 Baltimore Pike. The 
first tour group will leave at 10:30 a.m. and every 20 minutes after that 
with the last group leaving at 11:30 a.m. 

Check out this website for more information: gettysburgfounda-
tion.org/events/march_for_gettysburg.htm.
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145 Years Ago
March 1, 1865, Wednesday 
The cavalry of Philip Sheridan, moving rapidly south in the Shenandoah Valley in pursuit of remnants of Jubal Early’s force, skir-
mished near Mount Crawford, VA. Sherman pushed slowly but firmly ahead in South Carolina, with skirmishing at Wilson’s Store. 
The Thirteenth Amendment was still a prime subject in the North. Wisconsin ratified the amendment, but New Jersey rejected the 
measure to abolish slavery constitutionally.

March 4, 1865: Second Inauguration of President Lincoln 
“With malice toward none; with charity for all...” Lincoln concluded his brief, eloquent second inaugural Address in Washington, 
D.C. There was no discussion of policy or review of the past—just words of inspiration, hope, and understanding.

March 27, 1865: Lincoln, Grant, and Sherman Meet 
Aboard River Queen at City Point, VA, President Lincoln conferred with Genls. Grant and Sher-
man and Adm. Porter. Sherman had come up from Goldsborough, NC, where his army was 
concentrated. The first day’s talk, largely social, included an account of Sherman’s campaign.

April 2, 1865: Confederate Gov-
ernment Evacuates Richmond 
“I think it is absolutely neces-
sary that we should abandon our 

position tonight...” telegraphed Gen. Lee at Petersburg to President  
Davis in Richmond. The Confederate capital was doomed, and with it 
the whole Petersburg-Richmond front.

April 27, 1865: Sultana Disaster 
Hundreds of paroled Federal soldiers were on their way home from Vicksburg after undergoing 
the privations of Confederate prison camps. Riverboats, heavily loaded, steamed northward. 
Sultana, overcrowded and with defective boilers, was north of Memphis on the Mississippi near 
Old Hen and Chickens Islands. In the darkness of early morning a boiler exploded, hurling 
soldiers and wreckage high into the air. Fire broke out immediately and the water became full 
of struggling men, horses, and mules. Some found their way ashore or were picked up, but hun-
dreds died in the catastrophe. Some 2,021 passengers, soldiers, and crew were on board. The loss 
was officially put at 1,238 killed, many of them men who had fought in battle and survived life 
in prison camps. The toll is often put much higher, at 1,450 and up to 1,900. Although admit-
tedly the boat was overloaded, the Sultana disaster was blamed officially on the faulty boilers. It 
is one of the most lethal ship tragedies on record.

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND PROGRAMS AT THE ROUNDTABLE

May 27 .....................Scott Mingus .......................... Louisianna Tigers in the Gettusburg Campaign  .....................GAR Hall, 7 PM

June 24  ....................Ron Hawkings  ....................... Portrayal of  Lt. Gen. Longstreet, July 2 & 3, 1863  ..................TBD 

 July 22  ....................Joe Mieczkowski  ....................Gettysburg Town Tour  ..............................................................TBA 

August 26 

September 23 ........... Mike Riley  ............................  Portrayal of Gen.John Reynolds  ..............................................GAR Hall, 7 PM 

October 28  ...............Dave Stewart  .............................................................................................................................GAR Hall 7PM 

November 18  ...........Ed Bonekemper  ..................... Six Turning Points of the Civil War ..........................................GAR Hall, 7 PM 

December 2 ..............Holiday Party  ........................Dobbin House

January 27  ..............Trip Introduction 

February 24 ..............Melissa Rabinsky  ..................Mary Todd Lincoln  ...................................................................GAR Hall, 7 PM 

March 24 

April 28 ....................Robert O’Connor  ...................Ward Hill Lamon, Lincoln’s Bodyguard  ..................................GAR Hall, 7 PM
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Got e-mail?
Want to receive your newsletter ahead of traditional mail deliv-
ery, and enjoy it in full color? Then join the growing list of mem-
bers who already receive their newsletter via e-mail. Simply send 
your e-mail address to Roundtable Treasurer JoyceAnn Deal: 
jdeal@gettysburg.k12.pa.us, and the next issue will be sent right to 
your computer on or around May 1, 2010.

The Wagon Hotel
This is the third in a series of articles, contributed by roundtable 
president, John Winkelman, on the inns, hotels, taverns and stores 
that were in Gettysburg and the surrounding communities during  
the battle. –Ed.

An advertisement in the Get-
tysburg Compiler on May 

23, 1821 would read “John Espy 
has opened a Public House of 
Entertainment at the south end 
of the borough of Gettysburg in 
the fork of the Baltimore Pike 
and Emmittsburg Road where 
waggoners and others may be 
conveniently accommodated 
on moderate terms.” This is the 
“Wagon Hotel” and was built 
especially to cater to the wag-
goners and teamsters.

The hotel was a 2 1/2 story 
brick structure that stood in the 
sharp angle of the two roads. 
The hotel’s left side was along 
the Emmittsburg Road and 
there was a large yard on the 
Baltimore Pike side used for 
parking the large freight wag-
ons. This yard is quite apparent 
on the Warren Map.

John Espy will only run the 
hotel for two years selling it in 
1823 to Abraham Fisher. The 
hotel will have several own-
ers for the next 14 years until 
1837 when Conrad Snyder buys 
the establishment. Snyder will 
own the hotel until his death 
in 1860 sometimes operating it 
himself and sometimes leasing 

above: The Wagon Hotel 1865 and, below: the Battlefield Hotel 1900. 
both images courtesy adams county historical society.

it to other proprietors. After his 
death ownership will pass to his 
widow Catherine and his son in 
law David Blubaugh will be the 
proprietor from 1862 to 1865.

On the afternoon of July 1, 
1863 after the Union forces have 
fallen back through the town 
and taken up a new line on 
Cemetery Hill the Wagon Ho-
tel, because of it’s size and loca-
tion will become a strong point 
at the base of the hill. Members 
of the 73rd Pennsylvania Infan-
try will take positions around 
the building and Company B 
will occupy the hotel until the 
morning of the 2nd. These men 
will occupy the windows and 
punch holes in the roof so they 
can fire at Confederate soldiers 
in the town. 

  On the 2nd, the 73rd will 
be relieved by another unit of 
Coster’s Brigade and these men 
will be heavily engaged with 
Confedrate snipers for the next 
two days. On the morning of 
July 3rd just across the street, 
on the other side of the Balti-
more Pike, Jenny Wade will be 
killed by an errant sniper shot. 
Also on July 3rd the hotel will 
be struck by three solid shot.

  After the battle David 
Blubaugh will tally up the dam-
ages and he will submit a claim 
for 38 gallons of whiskey, 5 gal-
lons of brandy, 8 gallons of gin, 
4 gallons of applejack, 12 gal-
lons of wine, 18 gallons of cher-
ry brandy, 17 gallons of ginger 
brandy and 2 gallons of bitters. 
Also all of the linen, bedclothes 
and silverware are gone. 

  Besides the damages to 
the hotel the Snyder family 
had other worries during the 
war. Conrad Snyder’s two sons 
served in the Union Army and 
both would be captured during 
the war. One would be sent to 
Libby Prison and the other to 
Andersonville but luckily both 
would survive and return to 
Gettysburg.

  After the war the old hotel 
will be expanded and renamed 
the “Battlefield Hotel”. From 
1878 to 1883 Peter Thorn, the 
husband of Elizabeth Thorn, 
will be the propietor and run 
the hotel. The old hotel will 
be destroyed by fire in 1894 
but the owner Elsie Braunreu-
ter will immediately build a 
new “Battlefield Hotel” on the 
same site. That hotel will oper-
ate for many years until it is 
demolished to make way for a 
garage.

Today a mini mart marks 
the spot were Union soldiers 
traded fire with Confederate 
sharpshooters.

A Fighting Retreat?
Contributed by John Winkelman; found in the file of the 12th New Hampshire 
Infantry at the NPS Library, Gettysburg.

On July 2, 1863 General Andrew Humphreys 2nd division of 
the Union 3rd Corps was trying to hold their position along the 
Emmittsburg Road.

Humphreys only had 2 of his 3 brigades with him as he had 
earlier been ordered to send the 2nd New Jersey Brigade to Birney’s 
sector of the front. Hit on the left by Barksdale and in front by Wil-
cox and Lang, Humphreys orders his men to start falling back to 
Cemetery Ridge.

 Humphreys kept his men under control, fighting as they fell 
back. Humphreys would later write that his men turned and fired 
back 20 times during the withdrawl and indeed would later join 
2nd Corps units and counter attack.

Apparently though some men fell back faster then others. Pri-
vate James Moulton of the 12th New Hamphire writing to his wife 
after the battle would tell her about the hard marching and fight-
ing that took place and that many men were missing. He would 
also tell her about another member of his regiment, Sam Seavy. 

“Sam Seavy has not turned up yet, the last I heard of him he 
was running so fast that we could not see his ass for the dust”.

I doubt if Sam got off 20 rounds but he was probably the first 
one back to Cemetery Ridge.
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March 5, Reenactor Appreciation, Gettysburg. 5th Annual Re-
enactor Appreciation Weekend in Gettysburg. Reenactors & public 
invited to weekend of dances, seminars, shopping, museum & area 
attractions. Friday evening welcome at The Wyndham at Gateway 
Gettysburg, special room & meal rates. For more information, con-
tact: reenactorsrock.com. 

Now – March 14, Health, Harrisburg. More Deadly than Bullets: 
Illness & Disease in the Civil War at The National Civil War Museum. 
Artifacts from host museum & National Museum of Civil War 
Medicine. For more information, contact: 717-260-1861; national-
civilwarmuseum.org.

March 20, Preservation Ball, Harrisburg. 7th Annual Civil War 
Preservation Ball in the Pennsylvania Capitol Rotunda, Harrisburg, 
7-10 p.m. Music by Philadelphia Brigade Band, dance instruction 
by Victorian Dance Ensemble, performing troupe of the Civil War 
Dance Foundation. $35 per person, $60 per couple, limited to 120. 
Free dance classes in Harrisburg March 7. Proceeds support the Get-
tysburg Monuments Project Endowment Trust Fund. For more infor-
mation, contact: 717-732-5330 or PreservationBall@yahoo.com.

Saturday, March 27, 2010 – 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 3rd Annual 
Corbit’s Charge Civil War Ball. 
Admission: $20.00 per person. 
Sponsor: Corbit’s Charge Commemoration Committee/The City of 
Westminster Department of Recreation and Parks. 
Location: The Old Longwell Armory, 11 Longwell Avenue, Westmin-
ster, MD 21157.

Experience a sense of what life was like more than 145 years 
ago. Join us for an evening of 1860s period dancing, dance instruc-
tion, light refreshments, door prizes and fun in Historic Downtown 
Westminster! Briant and Karin Bohleke will serve as dance masters, 
with music provided by Peg Shutes and Bruce Young.  The ball is 
for the experienced and beginner alike. Period attire or formal wear 
is requested. Proceeds benefit the Corbit’s Charge Commemoration 
Committee, a not-for-profit dedicated to educating the public on the 
Battle of Westminster (Corbit’s Charge) and other Civil War events 
that occurred in Westminster. Contact: Susan Harry (410) 848-9161 
or sharry@westgov.com or Kim Prehn – (410) 876-5390 or ujltd@msn.
com.

March 27, Seminar, Gettysburg. John Scott Adams Seminar Se-
ries, Antietam at Gettysburg: A Discussion of Twenty Union & Confeder-
ate Brigades Heavily Engaged at Both Battles. Sponsored by Gettysburg 
Foundation. For more information, registration, contact: 717-338-
1243; gettysburgfoundation.org.

March 27, Seminars, Gettysburg. Civil War Seminars at Har-
risburg Area Community College Gettysburg campus, 8-4. Keynote 
speaker Patrick Falci The Man in the Red Battle Shirt: The Life of Gener-
al A.P. Hill. Choice of 6 classroom sessions. Afternoon battlefield ses-
sion, $65 includes continental breakfast, buffet lunch. Registration 
deadline March 19. For more information, contact: 717-338-1010.  

April 10, Preservation Dinner, Philadelphia. Annual Grand 
Army Museum Preservation Dinner at Cannstatter Volksfest Verein, 
Philadelphia. 11 a.m. book browsing & signings, noon cocktails. 1 
p.m. luncheon, Pursuit of the Lincoln Conspirators by Edwin C. Bearss. 
Presentation of the “Grand Army Award” for preservation efforts. 
Fundraiser raffle of prints, door prizes, books, entertainment. $40 
single $75 couple. Reservation deadline April 3. For more informa-
tion, contact: reservations, 215-289-6484; garmuuslib@verizon.net.  

Stuff  to do in the area
The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides 
2010 Spring Seminar

The oldest professional guide service in America proudly announces its 
2010 Spring Seminar. The one-day program highlights key cavalry actions 
that have rarely received the attention they deserve, giving participants 
the chance to follow in the footsteps of Custer, Kilpatrick, and J.E.B. Stuart, 
and others. Please join us:

Saturday, June 5, 2010

Draw Sabres – Charge!
Selected Cavalry Actions in the Gettysburg Campaign
TOURS:
A Strong & Sudden Onslaught: The Battle of Hanover
With John Krepps, LBG

Clash of Sabers: East Cavalry Field at Gettysburg
With Dave Hamacher, LBG

Into the Mouth of Hell: Farnsworth’s Charge
With Andie Custer, LBG

Seminar Price: $90 per person
In addition to a full day’s schedule of tours, participants will receive 
maps, materials, and a box lunch on the battlefield. Transportation 
is provided.
The ALBG is also offering a special, optional Sunday morning tour 
at no extra charge for all registrants who wish to participate.

For additional information or to register online, visit:
www.gettysburgtourguides.org/seminars.html 
ALBG Seminar, PO Box 4152, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Phone: 717-337-0776   
Email: seminar@gettysburgtour guides.org

Cancellation policy: Registrants receive 100% refund if cancellation is received 60 or 
more days prior to the first day of the seminar. Cancellations received 45 to 59 days 
prior to the first day of the seminar result in forfeiture of 25% of registration fee. 
Registrants canceling 8 to 44 days prior to the first day of the seminar forfeit 50% 
of registration fee. No refund is provided for cancellations received 7 days or less 
before the first day of the seminar. 

Checks should be payable to “ALBG Seminar.”
For credit card payment, register on our website.

We are also pleased to announce our September weekend seminar:
From the Jaws of Victory?
Command and Control in the Army of Northern Virginia  
at the Battle of Gettysburg

September 10-12, 2010
September Seminar Price: $300. Early Registration (before June 1): $280
ALBG Associate Member Price: $270 before June 1, $290 after.

For detailed descriptions of the June 5 tours, and a 
registration form, please visit the Gettysburg Civil War 
Roundtable website at www.cwrtgettysburg.org.

April 10 & 11, Seminar, Gettysburg. 13th Annual Gettysburg 
National Military Park Seminar, The Aftermath and the End of the 
Campaign. Fee. For more information, registration, contact: 717-
334-1124 ext. 3251; nps.gov/gett.  

April 23 – Apr 25, Muster, March, Gettysburg. Friends of Gettys-
burg Spring Muster. Sunday March for Gettysburg annual fundrais-
ing walk to benefit battlefield preservation. Sponsored by Get-
tysburg Foundation. For more information, registration, contact: 
717-338-1243; gettysburgfoundation.org.
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Notable Quotables 
“The hoarse and indistinguishable orders of commanding officers, 

the screaming and bursting of shells, canister and shrapnel, as they 
tore through the struggling masses of humanity, the death screams of 
wounded animals, the groans of their human companions, wounded 
and dying and trampled underfoot by hurrying batteries, riderless 
horses and the moving lines of battle—a perfect Hell on earth, never, 
perhaps to be equaled, certainly not to be surpassed, nor ever to be 
forgotten in a man’s lifetime. It has never been effaced from my mem-
ory, day or night, for fifty years.”

– A Massachusetts private at Gettysburg

from Pat Fairbairn

March 25 meeting .................. Dale Molina
April 22 meeting .................... Jack Scott

Mess Duties
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Gettysburg Times, Thursday, February 18, 2010

French wins annual 
Gettysburg Book Award

The 2009 Gettysburg Book Award will be awarded to author 
Steve French for his book, Imboden’s Command in the Gettysburg 
Campaign. This is an annual award presented by the Gettysburg 
Civil War Roundtable for a new published history contributing to 
a better understanding of some facet of the 1863 Gettysburg Cam-
paign, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, the battlefield at Gettysburg, 
and the memorialization of the battlefield. French is a history 
teacher from West Virginia. In this text he examines the role of 
Brigadier General John D. Im-
boden, commander of one of 
Robert E. Lee’s cavalry brigades. 
Imboden was tasked to use his 
Virginia troopers in the Shenan-
doah Valley to destroy railroad 
tracks and bridges and harass 
Federal troops.

The Northwestern Virginia 
Brigade, as Imboden’s command 
was known, was not directly in-
volved in the battle at Gettys-
burg. But they had a key role of 
protecting the rear of the army. 
Imboden reached Chambers-
burg on July 1, 1863, where they 
relieved Pickett’s Division. When 
Lee retreated, they assumed the 
crucial mission of guarding the 
trains and the wounded, doing 
so under trying circumstances.

Honorable mention is being 
accorded to Sue Boardman and Kathryn Porch for their book: The 
Battle of Gettysburg Cyclorama: A History and Guide. It explains the 
huge 1884 oil painting by Paul Philippoteaux, how it was displayed 
through the years, with a guide to the terrain depicted thereon.

The award will be presented at the Feb. 25 monthly meeting of 
the Roundtable. For further information, you may check their web 
site at www.cwrtgettysburg.org. A review of this book is available 
online at www.cwrtgettysburg.org. 

Author Steve French holds a 
copy of his award-winning 
book, Imboden’s Command in the 
Gettysburg Campaign. French was 
selected as the 2009 recipient 
of the Gettysburg Book Award 
by the Civil War Roundtable of 
Gettysburg.

A Note of Interest To Us All
Dear Friends of “Old Pete”,

We thought you might find an article of interest on the web-
site www.fredericksburg.com titled A noble past desecrated by a 
cash cow. The Freelance Star is the latest newspaper to publish 
this commentary in connection with the controversy surround-
ing Walmart’s campaign to place a superstore near the Wilder-
ness Battlefield. We hope you can utilize this article and help 
arouse broader awareness of this battle, and some of the under-
lying issues which extend well beyond Northern Virginia.

Thank you for your consideration,

P.R. Griffith
General Longstreet Recognition Project (GLRP)


