“The most important Roundtable, in the most important small town, at the most important battlefield, in the most important country in the world.” – Joe Mieczkowski, past president

“I was unable to discover
that color made any difference in the
fighting of
my troops.
All,
white and
black,
nobely did
their duties as soldiers.”

The

– General
James Blair Steedman
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JULY 27TH
INTO THE VORTEX OF THE CONFLICT

The 12th New Hampshire Infantry at Gettysburg

L

ate on the afternoon of July 2, 1863, the 12th New
Hampshire Infantry of General Daniel Sickles’ Third
Corps, Army of the Potomac, suffered nearly fifty percent casualties in a desperate and deadly struggle along the
Emmitsburg Road.
Follow in the footsteps of this hard-fighting regiment, assume the identity of one of its soldiers, and learn his fate
while discovering the largely unheralded and untold story
of the 12th New Hampshire’s service and sacrifice at Gettysburg.
We will meet at the Pennsylvania Memorial at 6:oo PM.
This program will be a car caravan, so that we won’t be
walking the two-plus miles. PLEASE NOTE: in case of inclement weather the program will take place on August
3rd.
John Hoptak, a native of Schuylkill
County, Pennsylvania, is a lifelong
student of the American Civil War.
He is the author of several books,
including The Battle of South Mountain (The History Press, 2011), Confrontation at Gettysburg (The History
Press, 2012), Antietam: September
17, 1862 (Western Maryland Interpretive Association, 2011), and First in
Defense of the Union: The Civil War
History of the First Defenders (Auhorhouse, 2004). John has also authored
numerous articles for Civil War
Times, America’s Civil War, Pennsylvania Heritage and other periodicals. An Interpretive Park Ranger with the National Park Service, John worked for eight seasons at
Antietam and, since 2012, at the Gettysburg National Military Park.

AUGUST 24TH
WITH DIRECTIONS TO FEEL THE ENEMY:
Sickles’ Reconnaisance of Pitzer Woods

M

uch attention and discussion have been paid to
General Daniel Sickles’ controversial move to the
Peach Orchard on July 2, 1863. However, the men
responsible for influencing Sickles to make that fateful of
forward are often overlooked and misunderstood. This program will discuss the important and influential role the Ist
United States Sharpshooter Regiment had on the Union 3rd
Corps and subsequently the entire Army of the Potomac on
July 2.
We will meet at 6:00 PM in the Peach Orchard proper.
PLEASE NOTE: in case of inclement weather the program
will take place on August
31st.
Caitlin Brown graduated from the
Pennsylvania State University in
May 2011 with a bachelors degree
in History and from Shippensburg
University in May 2013 with a masters in Applied History. Caitlin interned at GNMP in the summer of
2010 and has worked as a seasonal
ranger with the National Park Service since 2011. In 2014, she was
detailed to the NPS Sesquisentennial Social Media Team. She and her
husband live in Cashtown.
From September to May, we meet on the fourth Thursday of the month at the GAR
Building, 53 East Middle Street. Light refreshments and conversation starting at 6:30 PM,
and the featured program beginning at 7:00 PM.
Our June, July, and August summer meetings are in the field starting at 6:00 PM, with the
meeting location announced in the bi-monthly newsletter and on the roundtable website:
www.cwrtgettysburg.org.
Whenever severe weather is predicted, program information can be found on the roundtable website and Facebook page after 3 PM or you can call Lynn at 717-398-2072.
The next scheduled board meeting begins at 6:30 PM on Thursday, July 13, at the Perkins
Restaurant on York Street, Gettysburg.
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nd the TABLE
NEWS from ... ’rou

July is always such a spe• Founded in 1957, our
cial time for us Gettysburg
Roundtable is 60 this year.
enthusiasts! We remember
the soldiers, the battle, the
• Beginning with our September
civilians, the aftermath, all
meeting…a new starting time: Doors open
year long. But every year
at 6:30 PM for refreshments; meeting
during these three days in
begins at 7 PM.
July the titanic events of
by Lynn
• Please consider receiving your
1863 that were to change the
Heller
newsletter by email if you are
lives of so many thousands,
become crystalized in our minds and hearts. I continue to
currently having it mailed to you. It will arrive right to your
thank goodness for my good fortune in belonging to our
computer in full color. Help save your Roundtable money on
wonderful roundtable, where we find joy in our friendships
copying, stamps, and all that tedious folding and sealing!
and share a love of learning. I am honored to serve as President again for another term.
There was a time that I
didn’t even know what a
roundtable was! There was
Barbara Finfrock’s 24 years of tireless labor have had a significant impact on making the
a time that I had never
Gettysburg National Military Park what it is today. For all her accomplishments, the Gettysbeen to Gettysburg! But Ken
burg Civil War Round Table would like to thank her by selecting Barbara as this year’s Cal
Burns, Civil War Journal,
Doucette Achievement Award winner.
and Bruce Catton began
Barbara retired from the Library of Congress in 1993, moved to Gettysburg, and soon beto creep into my life. The
sparks began to grow, and came a member of the Friends of the National Parks at Gettysburg (FNPG). Over the years her
involvement with the organization grew as she served as FNPG President/Chair from 1999suddenly, I was hooked!
2001, and Chair from 2003-2006.
I began to visit GettysIn the late 1990s the FNPG completed its first major project...the removal of utility lines
burg every chance I got,
from my New Jersey home. along the Pickett’s charge area of Emmitsburg Road. Subsequently, lines have been removed
I didn’t know anyone except along Mummasburg Road near the Peace Light, and in the Devil’s Den area. The tower is
the manager of the Budget gone, and as President of the FNPG, Barbara made “a few approHost Motel! My co workers priate remarks” at the Tower Demolition Day festivities. The Home
would say…“you’re going Sweet Home Motel is now a memory. Although not intended to be
there again?” They didn’t built on NPS property, Barbara campaigned against the proposed
get it. I was delighted to find Gettysburg casino, stating that establishment of a casino in Gettysthe Gettysburg Civil War burg would be “inappropriate, insensitive, and detrimental to the
Roundtable, when Chuck hallowed ground our members are dedicated to preserve.”
Teague was President. The
Thanks to the annual June volunteer work weekend instituted by
welcoming nature of every- Barbara and the FNPG, one is now greeted by barns and farmhousone drew me back whenever es which are nicely painted, miles of fences have been built along
I could get there, and I be- fence lines which existed in 1863, cleaned, painted head stones in
gan to make some friends!
the National Cemetery. Visitors who come to Gettysburg for ReGradually I found groups membrance Weekend can now see the inspiring luminaria first preto tour the battlefield with, sented by the Friends in November, 2003, and the many cannon
Barbara Finfrock
and I was in heaven! On carriages on the battlefield have been maintained in the cannon
one of these bus tours I hap- carriage repair shop which the Friends leased for the National Park Service starting in 1999.
pened to sit next to a very
For several years people had been calling for the construction of a new visitor center on the
nice fellow named Roger battlefield, and for that purpose the Gettysburg National Battlefield Museum Foundation was
Heller. We got along just founded. Soon that organization and the Friends realized that missions and fund raising goals
fine and, by 2008, we were of both groups could be enhanced by them joining together. On June 30 2006, after in depth
married!…and still getting negotiations with which Barbara was deeply involved, the Friends of the National Parks at
along just fine!
Gettysburg merged with and into the Gettysburg National Battlefield Museum Foundation to
So, my friends, enjoy the become The Gettysburg Foundation. Barbara signed the merger documents on behalf of the
summer on the battlefield, Friends and became the Vice Chair of the Foundation, a position which she holds to this day.
especially the remaining Barbara is also serving the public as Chairman of the 10 member GNMP Advisory Commistwo “on the field” RT pro- sion, and because of her vast experience with and leadership of the FNPG and the Gettysburg
grams in July and August! Foundation, she has become a willing resource of advice for other groups seeking to form
And continue to celebrate Friends organizations based on the Gettysburg model.
our lucky stars for having
The Cal Doucette Achievement Award, was created in memory of a CWRT Board member who
this roundtable!
felt that recognition should be given to honor people who do something special for the Park
and for the study of Civil War history. Barbara has been doing something special for years,
Best...
and although we will be presenting her with a plaque at our September 22 meeting, in reality
(with apologies to General Sickles), the whole Battlefield is Barbara’s monument. Please try to
attend.

Finfrock is Doucette Achievement Award winner
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MAY 20 FIELD TRIP CANDIDS

Photo by Roger Heller

A day at Antietam National Battlefield • Photos by Lynn Heller

The generous
Preservation Fund
donations from
members at our
meetings, and the
proceeds from our
book raffles are
put to good use
again, as President
Lynn Heller presents Tom Clemens
with a donation of
$500.00 for Save
Historic Antietam
Foundation on May
20, 2017.
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Contributed by Kendra Debany

T

he GCWRT Plaque Committee recently awarded a plaque
to the owners of the Christian Shriver Farm, at 435 Chapel
Road in Cumberland Township.
Built in 1860-61, the house and farm today appear much
the same as they would have during the battle. The house remains intact, retaining many of its original features, without

MAY MEETING
any major alterations to the Civil War structure. The landscape
appears much as it would have to the Shrivers, with the land
still being farmed to this day.
Located just outside the far left of the Union Army’s line of
battle, the Christian Shriver House occupants witnessed portions of the 11th Corps marching past their front door on the
morning of July 1, 1863. After the battle, the house served as a
hospital site for the wounded. The house was filled with wounded soldiers, whom the Shrivers cared for, “to their best ability.”
Accordingly, Mrs. Shriver’s bake oven saw constant use for three
straight days as she “baked bread continuously” for the troops.
Mrs. Shriver is perhaps most well known for having cooked
the last meal General Reynolds ever ate. At his request, on the
morning of July 1, 1863, she gathered food and necessary supplies from the farm and traveled to Moritz Tavern to cook the
General and his staff breakfast. He paid her $5.00 for her services.
After the battle, Shriver submitted a claim with the Federal
government for damages done to his property, which amounted to $270.00. He sought reimbursement for twelve acres of
meadow land that was destroyed, and twenty tons of hay that
was taken. Much like others who submitted claims, he wouldn’t
receive any compensation for his losses.

Welcome NEW Members:

Guillermo Bosch • Earl Coates • Ken
Farmer • Tom & Jeanne Thierolf

In the photo above, RT Vice President Kendra Debany presents a
certificate of appreciation to Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan. His talk
focused on Union veterans and the trials of reintegration after the
Civil War.

June 22 Meeting

On the Field with Sue Boardman
LBG Sue Boardman
educated a group of
roundtable members
on Col. Charles Candy’s Brigade, as part
of Geary’s Division of
the Union 12th Twelfth
Corps, assisting in the
defense of the Federal
right flank at Gettysburg. More photos on
page 6.
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GNMP & ENHS NEWS
Acting Superintendent at GNMP &
Eisenhower NHS Honored to Lead
Bill Justice has been selected as the acting superintendent of Gettysburg National Military Park and Eisenhower National Historic Site
through Oct. 1.
Justice currently serves as superintendent of Vicksburg National
Military Park in Mississippi.
“Gettysburg, like Vicksburg, was one of the key battles of the Civil
War; and the story of President Eisenhower has always been inspirational to me,” Justice said. “I’m honored to have the opportunity to
lead this great group of employees and volunteers.”
Justice brings with him more than 30 years of experience in the
National Park Service (NPS), including positions in interpretation,
Bill Justice
law enforcement, and management of several national parks, including Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Park in Kentucky, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
National Historical Park in Maryland, Fort McHenry National Monument in Maryland,
Carlsbad Caverns National Park in New Mexico, and Natchez National Historical Park in
Mississippi.
Cynthia MacLeod, acting regional director for the NPS Northeast Region, said, “Bill Justice’s experience managing historic sites and military parks make him well suited for this
temporary assignment, especially as we approach next month’s anniversary of the Battle
of Gettysburg.”
Ed W. Clark is on detail as the acting chief for the Park Planning and Special Studies
Division of the Northeast Regional Office.

Gettysburg’s Bushman House is now available
for guest lodging
Dreams Come True – You can spend the night
in Gettysburg National Military Park at the historic
Bushman House.
The historic Bushman House witnessed the Battle
of Gettysburg, July 1863. Beautifully restored and updated in 2017, the house is set back from the roadways and nestled within famous landmarks like Little Round Top and Devil’s Den, and near the historic
town of Gettysburg.
The Bushman House
Bookings available now at: https://www.recreation.gov/camping/gettysburg-nmp-historic
-bushman-house/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=152990

Gettysburg Country
Club Photo Donated
to Eisenhower National Historic Site
A group of former members of the
Gettysburg Country Club have donated a large framed photo of President Eisenhower playing golf on the
course to the Eisenhower National
Historic Site. The framed photo was
prominently displayed in the mem-

bership lounge of the club.
The photo depicts Eisenhower
with his most frequent golfing
partner, his close friend Gen.
Arthur Nevins, as they came
off the 9th green and turned
to play “the back 9.”
Donors Kathy Platzer, Kib
Roulette, Jack Bream, and
Debbie Raffensperger officially marked the donation of the
photo with Ahna Wilson and
Michael Florer, of Eisenhower
National Historic Site on June
21. The historic photo will be
on display in the Reception
Center at the Eisenhower Site
throughout the summer.
Gettysburg Country Club
records show President Eisenhower as an honorary member at first, in 1953. He then
became a full regular member in 1954 until his death in
1969. He played his first round
of golf at GCC on April 2, 1955.
Older members recall him as
most courteous to other members, often asking them to
play along with him. He often
had dignitaries and statesmen
as his golfing guests. Arnold
Palmer was his guest on more
than one occasion.
The public is invited to daily summer programs at Eisenhower National Historic Site
through August 13. National
Park Rangers offer programs,
including Exploring Eisenhower, Eisenhower and the
Men of D-Day, and the Junior
Secret Service Agent program
for children ages 6 -12. Rangers also lead downtown walking tours of Gettysburg called
Hike with Ike.

From left: Michael Florer,
Eisenhower Site, with donors
Kathy Platzer, Kib Roulette, Jack
Bream, Debbie Raffensperger,
and Ahna Wilson, Site Manager, with the donated photo of
President Eisenhower at the
Gettysburg Country Club.

NEW &

Noteworthy
CIVIL WAR PHARMACY
A History

by Michael A. Flannery
Civil War Pharmacy is the first book
to delineate how the growing field
of pharmacy gained respect and
traction in, and even distinction
from, the medical world because of
the large-scale manufacture and
dispersion of drug supplies and
therapeutics during the Civil War.
In this second edition, Flannery
captures the full societal involvement in drug provision, on both
the Union and Confederate sides,
and places it within the context
of what was then assumed about
health and healing. He examines the roles of physicians, hospital stewards, and nurses—both male and female—and analyzes
how the blockade of Southern ports meant fewer pharmaceutical
supplies were available for Confederate soldiers, resulting in reduced Confederate troop strength.
Flannery provides a thorough overview of the professional,
economic, and military factors comprising pharmacy from 1861
to 1865 and includes the long-term consequences of the war for
the pharmaceutical profession.
Michael A. Flannery, professor emeritus of UAB Libraries, University of Alabama at Birmingham, has written, cowritten, or coedited
six books. He is the recipient of the Kremers Award, which honors excellence in the history of pharmacy by an American, and continues to
teach for the Honors College at UAB.
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