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ImpendingActions
Information and details about upcoming
Gettysburg Roundtable presentations.

JANUARY 28TH
Thaddeus Lowe and Civil War Aeronautics

B

alloons were used for surveillance and reconnaissance during
the Civil War by the Union Army from 1861 through 1863
and by Confederate Army in 1862. The North made over
3,000 ascensions with seven balloons and the South made less than
10 ascensions with two. Years after the war the famous Artillery
Officer and observer in the Confederate’s second balloon, E.P. Alexander wrote. “I never understood why the enemy abandoned the
use of military balloons. Even if the observers never saw anything,
they would have been worth all they cost for the annoyance and
delays they caused us in trying to keep our movement out of sight.”
In this presentation you will learn about the first air to ground
telegraph, the first field hydrogen generators, the first air directed
artillery fire, the first air craft carrier, the first time two opposing
forces had aircraft in the air at the same time, and the beginning of
U.S. Military Aviation.
Kevin Knapp is a retired Army Officer, former
professional hot air balloon pilot, past Board
Member of the Balloon Federation of America,
and Civil War Balloon Corps enthusiast. He
has owned and operated the modern “ARMY”
Balloon since 1993 and shares oral and living
history as Thaddeus S. C. Lowe, Chief Aeronaut,
of the Army of the Potomac’s Balloon Corps.
In 2006 Kevin was the co-pilot for the winning
team of the America’s Challenge Gas Balloon
Race flying from Albuquerque, New Mexico to
Citra, Florida – 1,478 miles in 60 hours and
45 minutes. Most recently, Kevin operated the
Command Center for Jonathan Trappe’s attempt to cross the Atlantic flying a Cluster Balloon System and provided commentary discussing Jonathan’s flight for a segment of “Weather
Caught on Camera” for The Weather Channel.

Photo by John Michael

Kevin Knapp in his portrayal of
Thaddes Lowe.

Knapp’s portrayal of Thaddeus Lowe has
been featured at the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum, the National
Civil War Museum, by the US National Park Service Civil War Defense of Washington, Fort Ward, and Gaines Mill Battlefield, as well as the cities of Fairfax, Falls
Church, Gloucester, Manassas, Yorktown, Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville
Virginia’s Civil War Sesquicentennial Committees. Civil War Roundtable presentations include: Southern Maryland, Kansas City, National Capitol Area, Montgomery County (MD), New York City, North Shore (Long Island), the Warwick County
Historical Society, and the County of Wight Museum. Knapp was also featured in
the 2006 History Channel’s “Man, Moment, and Machine’s” segment on Civil War
Ballooning called “Lincoln’s Flying Spy Machine.”

FEBRUARY 25TH

G

Gettysburg Religion

ettysburg Religion will explore the religious history of this little town and the surrounding region during the antebellum
and Civil War eras. The presentation
will focus on the interaction of religion with
the broader culture, including the great
conflict in July, 1863. Gettysburg religion
teaches that America’s most famous small
town and the surrounding region were surprisingly diverse and modern, signaling future patterns for all of America.

Steve Longenecker is the Edwin L. Turner Distinguished Professor of History at Bridgewater College.
He holds a B.S. degree from nearby Shippensburg
University, and a Ph.D. from The Johns Hopkins Steve Longnecker.
University. He has published numerous books and
articles, including Shenandoah Religion: Outsiders and the Mainstream,
1716-1865 (Baylor University Press), and most recently Gettysburg Religion:
Refinement, Diversity, and Race in the Antebellum and Civil War Border
North (Fordham University Press).

CAL DOUCETTE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Several years ago your Board of Directors created the Cal
Doucette Achievement Award in memory of Cal, who was a
Board member. Prior to Cal passing away he suggested the Board
create an award to be given to a person whose activities have
made a special contribution to the study and appreciation of Gettysburg , the Civil War and/or the Gettysburg National Military
Park, or enhanced visitors’ experiences in Gettysburg. The award
in Cal’s memory has been presented on two occasions, and the
presentation committee would like to invite CWRT members to
submit the name of someone you feel should be considered for
the next award. If you would like to submit a candidate for the
award, please send the nominee’s name, together with the reasons for your choice, to Ron Rock: raprock1.@comcast.net. Also, if
you would like to join the award committee, please contact Ron
at the same address.
From September to May, we meet on the fourth Thursday of the month at the GAR
Building, 53 East Middle Street. Light refreshments and conversation starting at 7:00 PM.,
and the featured program beginning at 7:30 PM.
Our June, July, and August summer meetings are in the field starting at 6:00 PM, with the
meeting location announced in the bi-monthly newsletter and on the roundtable website:
www.cwrtgettysburg.org.
Whenever treacherous weather is predicted, the CWRT President and Vice President shall
determine by 3:00 PM on that day whether the program should be cancelled or not. Announcements will be made on WGTY 107.7 FM and ESPN Radio 1320 AM.
The next scheduled board meeting begins at 6:30 PM on Thursday, January 14, 2016 at
the Hoss’s Restaurant.
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of our roundtable, who manage to
provide excellent ideas and energy,
and to give of their time, even with
their very busy lives.

Hello Friends!
Looking back on 2015, I think our
Roundtable had a spectacular year!
Our meetings were all well attended
and thanks to you all for being such
loyal members. Thanks also to VP
Roger Heller for selecting an outstanding slate of speakers.

from the

Looking ahead, 2016 has a great
lineup of speakers, a ﬁeld trip, three
summer programs, and another
wonderful banquet. At the February
meeting we will be presenting a doby
nation to Andrew Adam, Eagle Scout,
Some of the highlights from 2015:
Lynn Heller
and creator of Unity Park. He will
Kendra Debany completed her
very capable two years as President, and I was honored to step in give us a brief overview of his project. April elections are around
the corner. Would you like to be involved? See Ron Rock, Chair of
to that position in April;
the Nominating Committee. Wishing a joyous and healthy 2016
JoyceAnn Deal arranged a very enjoyable and informative to you all!
ﬁeld trip to Harper’s Ferry with Dennis Frye;
The Annual GBRT Book Award was presented by Roger Heller
to Dr. Carol Reardon and Col. Tom Vossler for their innovative and
unique 2013 book A Field Guide to Gettysburg; Larry Plymire stepped
up to take over the Book Award Committee;
Ron Roc, Chair of the Cal Doucette Achievement Committee
presented this award to Bobby and Matt Housch for their excellent
Gettysburg Daily production.
We enjoyed three awesome summer “on the ﬁeld” programs,
presented by Tim Smith, Jim Hessler & Wayne Motts, and Rich
Kohr.
Our Holiday Banquet at the Dobbin House was a huge success
with the announcement by Larry Plymire of the 2015 Book Award
winner, Eric Wittenburg, for his John Buford at Gettysburg, and the
ever popular Charlie Fennell as guest speaker. It was a very good
year!
Special thanks to:
JoyceAnn Deal for her long service to our Roundtable as treasurer.
Dave Diner, Ron Rock, and Fred Hawthorne for all stepping
into interim positions as treasurer and secretary respectively.
John Fuss, who gave freely of his time to conduct a ﬁnancial
audit and a ﬁnancial statement.
Bill Hewitt who continues to donate his skill as a witness tree
frame creator.
Linda and Dave Joswick, for contributing their time and talent
for our website and newsletter, The Angle.
The devoted members of the Board of Directors. The work force

Lynn

A Few Good Men
& Women needed!

Exciting opportunities coming up for interested members to
play an important part in the Roundtable organization. The
positions that will be coming available in March are: Vice President (see Roger Heller for job description), Recording Secretary
(see Fred Hawthorne or Lynn Heller for job description) Treasurer
(see Dave Diner for job description), and two seats on the Board
of Directors. The Board meets six times a year, on the second
Thursday, every other month, at 6 PM, currently at Hoss’s Restaurant, Gettysburg.
Interested? Contact Ron Rock, Chair of the Nominating Committee in person, or by phone at: 717-337-0733, or by email:
raprock1@comcast.net, before the March meeting. Elections will
be held at the April meeting.

Many thanks to the following members who so generously donated to our Holiday Banquet Door Prize table:
Kendra Debany

Lynn Light Heller

Roger Semplak

Dave Diner

Dale Molina

Linda Seamon

Dobbin House

DUES NEWS
Membership Dues should be paid in January! Our dues are:
$20.00 per person/year; $30.00 per family, for a calendar year
membership: January 1 – December 31.
You may pay your 2016 dues at any monthly meeting, or
send a check, payable to Gettysburg CWRT and mail to Gettysburg Civil War Roundtable, PO Box 4236, Gettysburg, PA 17325. You may pay online using PayPal or credit
card via our website: www.cwrtgettysburg.org.
All members need to renew each year before March, with
the exception of Life Members.
According to our By-Laws, only those members who have
paid their dues by the March monthly meeting will continue
to receive the bi-monthly newsletter.
If you have questions about the status of your membership, please contact Linda Seamon
by email: llseamon@aol.com or phone: 717-359-7339.
New members may join at any time, and the pro-rated dues schedule can be found on our
website: www.cwrtgettysburg.org.
PS: Bring a friend to a meeting!

CWRT Book Award
recipient announced
The CWRTGB Book Award announcement, for books published
in 2014, was made at the Holiday
Banquet by Larry Plymire, Chairman of the Book Committee.
The recipient is Eric Wittenberg
for his book The Devil’s to Pay, John
Buford at Gettysburg. Eric was unable to attend the banquet, but will
be given his award at the monthly
March meeting, when he will also
be the speaker for the evening.
The criteria are as follows: the
best book published in that year
that deals with the battle, town,
citizens, or park. Must bring new
information to light, and must be
researched based. It cannot be a
reprint. It must be well written and
readable.

BANQUET CANDIDS

Photos by Lynn Heller

S tuff
to do
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EXHIBITS

January 21-December 31,
Harrisburg. Tell Mother I’ve
Been Good: Vice and Virtue in
the Civil War. Exhibit at the
National Civil War Museum,
Harrisburg. Stories, images,
artifacts about moral challenges faced by servicemen.
For information, go to www.
nationalcivilwarmuseum.org
Through March, Gettysburg.
Firmness, Endurance, and Vigor:
Brigadier General William Barksdale and Dr. Alfred Hamilton at
Gettysburg. Exhibit Spotlight at
Gettysburg National Military
Park. Artifacts from Barksdale
and Dr. Hamilton, the Pennsylvania native who treated
Barksdale before he died at
Gettysburg. Co-sponsored by
Gettysburg Foundation. For
information, www.gettysburg
foundation.org.
Through May, Harrisburg.
The Life and Times of Congressman Robert Smalls traveling
exhibit with artifacts, images,
documents about the former
slave and Civil War ship pilot
at the National Civil War Museum. For imformation: www.
nationalcivilwarmuseum.org
EVENTS

NOV. MEETING CANDIDS

January 9, Lecture, Gettysburg. Jubal Early and the
Molding of Confederate Memory
by Ranger Matt Atkinson, Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture
Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War.
For information, 717-334-1124;
go to www.nps.gov/gett
January 10, Lecture, Gettysburg. Louisiana Radical: James
Longstreet and Reconstruction
(1866-1875) by Ranger Karlton
Smith, Gettysburg NMP Winter
Lecture Series Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Remembrace:
STUFF TO DO continued on page 5
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Unity Park in Gettysburg unveiled by 15-year-old
Civil War re-enactor

Written by Jennifer Wentz, The Evening Sun, July 6, 2015. All photos, unless noted, by Clare Becker, Evening Sun

A tiny patch of land now
tucked between a Gettysburg
school and an ice cream shop
was once in the crossfire of a
town literally divided by war.
As Confederate sharpshooters took position in houses off
of what is now Lefever Street,
Union troops gathered just a
couple hundred yards away on
Cemetery and Culp’s hills. More
than 9,000 men were killed in

and planning.
The idea for the park originated from a trip his family took
to Gettysburg for the 150th commemoration of the town’s battle.
Andrew, who portrays a drummer boy for the United States
Volunteers re-enacting unit, and
his brother noticed that few memorials existed to recognize the
Civil War’s musicians.

More than 150 years later,
15-year-old re-enactor Andrew
Adam stood in that sliver of no
man’s land between the Union
and Confederate positions to
dedicate a monument he hopes
will show visitors what the
country can accomplish when it
stands together.
Andrew unveiled Unity Park
to a crowd of dozens of re-enactors, family members and
wandering tourists Sunday, one
day after the end of the 152nd
anniversary of the Battle of
Gettysburg. The small plaza includes criss-crossing walkways,
benches, flags and informative
boards and is brought together
by a central bronze statue of a
Civil War drummer boy.
For Andrew, a ninth-grader
and Eagle Scout candidate from
Mechanicsburg, the $200,000
project is the culmination of two
years of fundraising, research
Musicians
from the 1st
Pennsylvania
Reserve Volunteer Corps
and Johnson’s
Division, Army
of Northern
Virginia, stand
during the
ceremony on
July 5.

That conversation between
Andrew and his brother evolved
into a big idea: the creation of a
park to educate the public and
honor these musicians. But as
the project grew, so did the challenges.
The park required hundreds
of thousands of dollars to complete. The bronze statue that
would serve at its centerpiece,
he figured, should be made in
America, but many monument
companies wanted to have the
work completed overseas.

Eagle Scout
candidate Andrew Adam
reacts during
the ceremony
dedicating
Unity Park in
Gettysburg on
July 5.

the three days fighting at Gettysburg.

Many of those boys, some as
young as 12, used their drums,
fifes and other instruments to
direct troops, he explained.
Some gave their lives before
their 18th birthdays.

And, finally, he needed a
place to put the park. After being turned down near his home
Members of the
Maryland and
Pennsylvania
divisions of Sons
of Confederate
Veterans stand
across the street
during the Unity
Park dedication
ceremony

in Mechanicsburg, he brought the proposal back to the place where
the idea started: Gettysburg.
“When we looked at those plans, certainly they were ambitious,”
Gettysburg Area School District Supt. Larry Redding said with a
smile, recalling the school board meeting Andrew attended nine
months ago to pitch his idea.
The park, though, eventually came together thanks to dozens of
local and national sponsors who pitched in money, ideas or support.
“It shows what we can get done as a country,” Andrew said.
The park does, in fact, represent a conscious effort to unify materials, ideas and commemorations of different parts of the country,
The park’s central statue was cast in bronze in the North and sits
on a pedestal crafted in the South. Its benches were made in the
South but feature custom ends from the North. Thirty-six boxwood

shrubs surround the park, each
one representing the states that
made up the United States at the
end of the Civil War.
Gettysburg is an appropriate place for Andrew’s project
because it was the same place
where troops from both sides
once fought for unity, said Michael Landree, National Executive Director of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.
“Now we have a monument
to dedicate to that purpose, and
that purpose alone,” he said.
Edward Gantt, a re-enactor
for the United States Colored
Troops, agreed, noting that although unity will always have
its foes, all it takes is for one
small voice to bring people together.
“It requires someone, someone dedicated like young Mr.
Andrew Adam, to make sure
that unity doesn’t become a part
of our past,” Gantt said.

I

n November this project
was brought to the attention of the Roundtable
Board at their regular meeting. Andrew has some pressing financial issues right now
regarding the project. It was
decided that a donation of
$500 would be made to the
project from the Preservation
Fund. In addition, the monies collected at the November Roundtable meeting by
“passing the hat” would also
be earmarked to Unity Park.
A total of $70 was raised at
the meeting for a grand total
donation from the Gettysburg Roundtable of $570.
Andrew will attend the
February 25th meeting to officially receive his donation
and say a few words about
the project.
The unveiled
statue, which
now stands on
Lefever Street
in Unity Park,
photographed
on July 5.

GNMP
& ENHS
NEWS
Eisenhower Site Operations
in January and February
Beginning January 4, the National Park Service is allowing visitors to drive to Eisenhower National Historic Site on weekdays until
February 13. The visitors must pick up a free ticket at the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center, 1195 Baltimore Pike in Gettysburg, before heading to the site.
The public is invited for tours of the home at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
The grounds of the site will be open for self-guided walks and visits
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
On Saturday and Sundays and January 18, for Martin Luther
King, Jr., day, all visits will be by shuttle bus from the Gettysburg
National Military Park Visitor Center, Shuttles depart at 10:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. The ticket fee is $7.50 for adults, $5.00 for children
ages 6-12, under 6 free.
On February 13, operations at the site will return to normal,
with all visits by shuttle bus only from the Gettysburg National
Military Park Visitor Center. Buses at 10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 2:00
p.m. and 3:30 p.m. There is a ticket fee.

NPS seeking comments for the development of a Comprehensive Trails Plan for
Gettysburg and Eisenhower Parks
Public Open House planned for January 21
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• The lack of wayfinding and poor delineation of trails limits the
ability to enforce temporary trail closures needed for maintenance or resources management.

The NPS proposes to enhance and expand the trail network so
visitors can experience more of the battlefield without vehicles;
consider multi-modal uses of commemorative park avenues to
improve safety and accessibility; establish additional bike routes;
expand opportunities for visitor access to Eisenhower NHS; evaluate hiker/biker shuttle opportunities; and assess the expansion of
equestrian trails if inclusion of horses is appropriate to the story of
the battle and if resources are not adversely impacted.

S tuff to do
continued from page 3

The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information, 717-3341124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
January 16, Lecture, Frederick, MD. One Vast Hospital: Frederick’s Civil War Hospitals by Research Director Tery Reimer, National
Museum of Civil War Medicine, Frederick, 2:30 PM. For information, Jake Wynn, 301-695-1864, jake.wynn@civilwarmed.org
January 16 Gettysburg, Lecture. Power & Distorted Relationships:
The Psychology of the ‘Loyal Slave’ and ‘Mammy’ by Ranger Troy
Harmon, Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil
War. For information, 717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
January 17 Gettysburg, Lecture. The Long Road to Reconciliation
– Veterans and the Record of War by Ranger John Heiser, Gettysburg
NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information,
717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett

The National Park Service (NPS) proposes to develop a Comprehensive Trails Plan for Gettysburg National Military Park (NMP)
and Eisenhower National Historic Site (NHS). The purpose of the
Comprehensive Trails Plan is to improve visitor access, convenience, safety, and opportunities for understanding and appreciation of the historic battlefield and the landscape of the Eisenhower
site. This project is necessary for the following reasons:
• Opportunities to interpret the park landscape more intimately
(i.e. outside of a vehicle) should be expanded to improve the visitor experience and understanding of the history of the parks.

January 23 Gettysburg, Lecture. Freedom, the Civil War, and its
Complicated Legacy by historian John Hennessy, Gettysburg NMP
Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information,
717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett

• During peak visitation there is considerable traffic and tour bus
related congestion on the self-guided tour route.

January 30 Gettysburg, Lecture. Colonels in War, Governors in
Peace: Chamberlain and Oates in Reconstruction by Ranger Daniel
Vermilya, Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil
War. For information, 717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett

• There are safety concerns due to a lack of designated separation
between vehicles and pedestrians along paved roadways.
• A lack of clearly defined trails and pathways in the park leads
to “social trailing” that often results in erosion and degradation
of cultural resources.
• There is a lack of connections for visitors to access park sites by
modes other than vehicles or motorized tours.
• Visitors experience wayfinding challenges due to fragmented
trail segments, poorly identified pedestrian routes.
• Conflicts exist on trails (i.e. equestrian trails) authorized for
multiple user groups.
• Physical degradation of the park’s existing trails results in accessibility challenges to persons with disabilities.

January 24 Gettysburg, Lecture. The Rhetoric of Reconstruction
& Reconciliation – What Does It All Mean? by Ranger Burt Barnett,
Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For
information, 717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett

EVENTS
February 6, Lecture, Gettysburg. “Trying to be a Redical and not
a Fool”: Congressman James A. Garfield and Reconstruction by Todd
Arrington, Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil
War. For information, 717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
February 7, Lecture, Gettysburg. Impeached! The Rise and Fall of
Andrew Johnson by Ranger Angie Atkinson, Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace:
The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information, 717-3341124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
STUFF TO DO continued on page 6

continued from page 5

February 13, Lecture, Gettysburg. Preservation and Commemoration at Antietam National Battlefield by Keith Snyder, Gettysburg
NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information,
717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
February 14, Lecture, Gettysburg. Legacies of Letterman: The
Army Medical Corps 1864-1945 by Barb Sanders, Gettysburg NMP
Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information,
717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
February 20, Lecture, Gettysburg. Furled and Unfurled: A History
of the Condederate Battle Flag at Gettysburg by Christopher Gwinn,
Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For
information, 717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
February 21, Lecture, Gettysburg. If These Things Could Talk:
1866 and the Postwar Army by Tom Holbrook, Gettysburg NMP
Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information,
717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
February 27, Lecture, Gettysburg. Adelbert Ames – From Gettysburg to Mississippi by Ranger Matt Atkinson, Gettysburg NMP
Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the Civil War. For information,
717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett
February 28, Lecture, Gettysburg. Longstreet and Sickles – Together Again for the First Time: The Grand Reunion of 1888 by Ranger
Karlton Smith, Gettysburg NMP Winter Lecture Series: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Remembrace: The Aftermath & Legacy of the
Civil War. For information, 717-334-1124; go to www.nps.gov/gett

Noteworthy
APPOMATTOX - The Last Days of
Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern
Virginia by Michael E. Haskew

T

his book encompasses the defense and evacuation of the Confederate capital of Richmond,
the horrific combat in the trenches of Petersburg, General Robert E. Lee’s withdrawal toward the
Carolinas in his forlorn hope of a rendezvous with
General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee to
carry on the fight, the relentless pursuit of Union
forces, and the ultimate realization that further
resistance against overwhelming odds was futile.
The Army of Northern Virginia was the fighting soul of the Confederacy in the Eastern Theater of the
Civil War. From its inception, it fought against overwhelming odds.
Union forces might have occupied territory, but as long as the Confederate army was active in the field, the rebellion was alive. Through
four years of bitter conflict, the Army of Northern Virginia and its
longtime commander, General Robert E. Lee, became the stuff of legend. By April 1865, its days were numbered.

Mess Duties
January 28............................................................Barbara Burkman
February 25............................................................... Linda Seamon

Civil War Roundtable
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